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Dixie Divas

Dew’s
birthday
party

With Rhonda Rich

Thefirst year | threw a birthday party for
Dixie Dew, my adorable dachshund, muttered
rumblings spread quickly through my kin-
folks and friends when the invitations were
received. It was the beginning of what they
had long suspected would happen — | was
turning into an oddball eccentric destined to
be the loony old spinster who leaves her earth-
ly possessions to a dog.

For the record, | will never be a spinster
because | was once married. | like, however,
being known as eccentric. It is much more
interesting than being normal and in my line
of work asawriter, | have discovered it makes
me more marketable than the normal ones. |
also like the idea of my leaving my worldly
possessions to my dog. This will be good for
years of animated discussion and will perpet-
uate my legacy. | don't want to be forgotten
quickly. You know how it is. People tend not
to talk about you much after you die.

From the beginning, Dew’s birthday par-
ties have been a great success. Though the
first year, my sister held her hand over her
face anytime a camera was near and com-
manded, “Don’t take my picture! | don’'t want
anyoneto know that | cameto abirthday party
for adog!” Thisisespecialy interesting since
she was the first one to call the next year and
ask, “When isthe dog’s birthday party? | want
to put it on my calendar so that | don’t sched-
ule anything else.”

Dew’s annual celebrations have become a
much sought-after social invitation. People
ask to beinvited and the ones who phone with

regrets are less than 2% of those invited. But
who could resist? It's such a happy, whimsical
event where laughter begins the moment |
answer the door and the guest of honor runs
with childish joy to greet her guests. She then
parades around proudly in her new dress cov-
ered in lace, satin ribbons and bells that her
grandmother sews for her. She responds well
to being the center of attention. She prisses,
prances and performs from blowing out the
candles on both cakes (a bone-shaped one for
just for her) to opening each gift with the ani-
mation of a precocious child. Her favorite
presents have included a ham hock bone, col-
orful chew toy with ribbons, a squeaky bear, a
biscuit with chicken and the carton of French
Fries that her Uncle Guy brings every year.

At her last party, | passed an autograph
book around and instructed, “Everyone
should write a note of endearment to Dixie
Dew and tell her how precious sheis to you.”
From the kitchen, afew minutes later, | heard
the happy squeas and silly laughter as the
book made its way around the room. “Those
merry sounds,” | said to a friend, “are the
signs of a very successful party.”

My aunt, who has an 87-year-old perspec-
tive on it, wrote, “We're glad you're Ronda's
dog so we can come to your parties. We hope
you make it another year.” Otherswrote of the
joy she brings, how pretty she looked in her
dress and al the smiles she gives.

“We love coming to your birthday par-
ties,” one uncle wrote. “Everyone is so
happy.” He's right. Dew’s parties are so silly
and capricious that the laughter is non-stop
and the spirits are sky high.

“1 know why you do these parties,” said
one friend. “It's a great excuse to bring
together al those you love.”

Shush. Don't tell anyone that. It's sounds
too logical and | much prefer for people to
think that I’'m an oddball eccentric. | don’t
want to ruin my image.

Ronda Rich is the author of What
Southern Women Know (That Every Woman
Should) and My Life In The Pits.

-3 like a nuclear mistake

By Dwight Otwell
Sentinel writer

Allowing an interstate
highway to be built through
Cherokee County would be
like “a nuclear accident”, the
chairman of the Cherokee/Clay
County chapter of a coalition
to stop 1-3 said.

John Clark made the state-
ment Monday as agroup of cit-
izens urged the Cherokee
County Board of
Commissioners to approve a
resolution opposing the pro-
posed interstate highway that
would stretch from Savannah,
GA to Knoxville, TN.

The commissioners made
no commitment but said they
would take the matter under
advisement and try to deter-
mine how county residents feel
about the matter.

Clark pointed out that a
specific route has been
removed from a bill for the
highway. A previous proposal
suggested the interstate would
go through Hayesville aong
Highway 64 and follow the
route of Hwy. 74 through
Cherokee County and then

through Graham County.

A feasibility study is sup-
posed to be conducted but
there are no funds yet to build
the road, Clark said.

“Rural counties lose when
an interstate comes through,”
Clark said.

It would be a 600-foot
wide right-of-way that would
cause disruption to the areaand
damage to forests, streams and
scenic vistas, he said.

Clark said that the coali-
tion represents several hundred
people. In Georgia, commis-
sions for Habersham, Rabun
and White counties have gone
on record opposing the inter-
state.

“Politically, the chances
are dim that this will be built,
but if itisbuilt, it will belike a
nuclear accident,” Clark said.

Bob Massey said I-3 could
bring rapid and unplanned
growth.

“We will continue to grow
in spite of 1-3,” he said. “It (I-
3) would bring a rapid demise
of valuesthat brought usto this
area”

Gil Hargett said the Clay
County commissioners have

come out in opposition to I-3.
The $1.3 million for the feasi-
bility study is still in the trans-
portation bill.

“We are taking about a
$50 bhillion (highway) that
would disrupt our lives,”
Hargett said.

He said that one of the big
proponents of |-3 is Wal-Mart,
because it would lower their
cost of transporting goods.
Another proponent is Harrah's
Casino, he said.

Hargett said the $50 billion
road would save only 30 miles
in its route from Savannah to
Knoxville.

“We could redirect these
resources into something that
helps Americans, instead of
benefiting just a few business-
es,” he said.

Joe Miller said he lived
along a little town that had
everything it needed to live.
The town “dried up and blew
away” after an interstate came
through, he said.

“l am going to have to
investigate this and see what
the constituency says before |
make a decision,” Commission
Chairman Dana Jones said.

CCCRA awarded for excellence
by Handmade in Amercia

By Sandy Wright
Guest writer

On November 1, in Bryson
City, CCCRA attended a clus-
ter meeting of the Small Town
Program  developed by
Handmade in American.
Representing CCCRA were
Vice-President Rob Tiger,
Treasurer Wayne Smith, and
Board Member Sandy Wright.

Town Program mentors small
towns and offers assistance
while encouraging self-help
and learning from neighboring
communities on how to
enhance assets and strengths,
preserve history and culture,
and promote local artisans in
one’'s community. Rob Tiger
reported on completed proj-
ects, the future ground-break-
ing of the biking trail, and

preservation and re-location of
the pioneer village of the
Nelson family. CCCRA was
awarded a Certificate of
Excellence for Small Town's
Cluster Meeting Attendance
and $50.00. CCCRA is a hon-
profit organization, composed
of volunteers, that strive to
achieve both self-made goals
and the goals set forth of the
Small Town Program.

Handmade in America’'s Small CCCRA’s

interest in

the

Industrial Opportunities, Inc.

For more information, call
835-4208 or 837-7407. Para mas
informacion llama 835-4208.

Find at New Direction

Job Fair

Featuring the area’s largest emplovers

Murphy Medical Center

Lowe’s Peachtree Industries Wal-Mart
MGM Brakes Sioux Tools More companies
Moog Components Group Stanley Furniture are being added.

All companies currently accepting applications.

Saturday, November 19
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Enloe Building - Tri-County Community College

Team Industries

Oh no,
Alito

With Bill O’'Reilly

The left-wing media has already labeled the
new Supreme Court nominee, Samuel Alito, a
crazed right-wing zealot who, if he had lived
back then, would have been Attila the Hun's
right-hand man. That's right, that dreaded con-
servative, Alito the Hun, is up for the highest
court in the land.

If you listen to the far left, Sam Alito is a
grave danger to civil rights, reproductive rights,
animal and vegetable rights, and your right to
watch a wide-screen TV in the privacy of your
own home. The man is bad, awful, horrendous
and not good at all.

So what exactly has the Alito guy done that
has raised so much libera ire? Well, he ruled
that notifying a husband that his wife was hav-
ing an abortion did not put an “undue burden”
on the woman. Now, you may disagree with
that, but it's certainly not aloopy point of view.
In fact, the Supreme Court ruled 5-4 that a hus-
band is not entitled to know about his wife's
abortion, but the ruling was and is highly debat-
able.

Somehow the far left has
overlooked the fact that Judge
Alito also ruled against a par-
tial birth abortion ban in New
Jersey. That decision was based
on a previous federal ruling &
concerning a Nebraska case. So
it seems Alito is following
established law, doesn’t it?

But al the facts in the
world don't matter because the
issue is not really about Alito -
- it's about the culture war. The
far-left, secular-progressive
movement realizes it is losing
the highest court in the land,
and the judiciary is the only
way the secular progressives
can impose their radical agen-
da. The folks are ssmply not
going for it on Election Day.

The secular progressives
have made alot of gains recent-
ly. They own the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals in Cdifornia
as well as many federal judges
in the Northeast. The
Massachusetts Supreme Court
is hard-core secular progres-
sive, and so is the Supreme
Court of Florida and Oregon.
But now, all that is threatened.

With John Roberts and
Sam Alito sitting on the U.S.
Supreme  Court, radical

Ziyad H. Mugharbil, MD
4188 US Highway 64 East,

Murphy, NC 28906

828/837-7513
888/837-7513

changes to law in America will be difficult to
achieve. Justices Anthony Kennedy, Antonin
Scalia and Clarence Thomas all lean toward a
traditional interpretation of the Constitution,
and the two newcomers also fit into the catego-
ry. That means taps for gay marriage, euthana-
sia, legalized narcotics, exorcising the words
“under God” from the Pledge of Allegiance, and
tearing down public displays of Christmas -- all
the things that make the ACLU and other radical
groups warm all over.

So Judge Sam Alito is definitely acold front
blowing in from New Jersey, and he has got to
be stopped; the stakes have never been higher
for the secular-progressives.

The problem for them is that Alito, like
Judge Roberts, looksto be a pretty solid guy. An
attempt to label him “Machine Gun Sam” fiz-
zled when it was found that his ruling alowing
the intrastate movement of machine guns was
based on the Commerce Act rather than an affin-
ity for the NRA. But you know the far left isn't
going to stop -- they’ll find something on Alito,
wait and see.

But | believe the public is finally catching
on to the demonizing game, and backlash is a
very real possibility. Judge Alito is certainly not
a crazed ideologue and is obviously qualified to
sit on the Supreme Court. Any attempt to slime
him is fraught with the danger for the mud-
slinger. And that is a good thing.

\eteran TV news anchor Bill O'Reilly ishost
of the Fox News show “ The O'Reilly Factor”
and author of the book “ Who's Looking Out For
You?”

COLOR COPIES

49 cents!
Ship and Mail Express

Shoppes at Fieldstone Complex

Hiawassee, GA

706-896-1482

Attention Men over 50

Or Black men, Hispanic men, those with a family history of

Prostate Cancer over 40

Free Prostate Screening

PSA

There will be a $15 laboratory fee for the PSA.

November 9, 2005 - 2:00 to 5:00 pm

Call to schedule

Suite 6




